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In 1997 | decided to
develop this pencil sketch
into a full size wall quilt
and while | was making it, |
documented the whole
process.
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First | scan the design into the
computer and turn it into a series
of closed shapes.

If you would like to learn to do this
kind of computer design, sign up
for our mailing list or check for
upcoming computer design
workshops at the Bryerpatch
Studio in Paducah, Kentucky, at
www.bryerpatch.com.
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| duplicated the drawing ...
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and stretched it to see what it would look like
as a rectangle. | liked the rectangle better
than the square ...
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so | continued developing the design

as a rectangle.

| made a value (light/dark) study by
filling the closed shapes with black,
white, and grey. How you arrange your
light and dark values usually matters
more than what colors you use in your
quilt.
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| filled the closed shapes with
color. | may not use exactly the
same colors in the quilt, but |
will use this as a guide for
selecting fabrics.
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| go back to the simple

outlines of the design ...

.
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and print.

General |La_l,u:|ut| Separatiunsl Prepressl Miscellanenusl

— Printer
M arme:

Status: Default printer; Ready
Type: HF Lazerlet 2100 PCLE

Properties

Where:  LPT1: [ Prirt to file
Camment; [ Forac
— Print range — Copies
0 -
Al Mumber of copies: 1 :|
i Curent page i Selection
(1 Pages: |'I ﬂl Iﬂl [ Callate
| Even & 0dd =
Print style: | CorelDR&w 8 Defaults | Save As.
Frirt Presview | Prririk | Cancel | Spply | Help |
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With an overhead projector, the
design is projected onto the wall of
my studio. | can roll the projector
closer to make the image smaller
and further away to make the image
larger.



NOTE:

When drawing on freezer paper,

your drawing will be a mirror image

of your quilt. The lines go on the

paper side and your fabric goes on
the shiny side. If this is the image

you want in your finished quilt ...







Now we're ready to draw.




These are pencils ...
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and these are NOT pencils ...
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| use pencil for all of my preliminary & bl
drawings ... o
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so that | can EDIT!
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This is very important. You almost
always need to make changes and
refinements after your drawing is
enlarged. Drawing with any kind
of indellible marker or pen will
just get you confused when you
start to make changes.
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Once the basic outlines and
proportions have been drawn with
pencil, | take the large drawing down
off the wall and lay it on a large table
or on the floor. | edit and refine ...
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with pencil. | use a flexible curve tool to smooth out
the long graceful curved lines. You can find this tool
at most office supply stores, art supply stores,
university book stores, or blueprint shops.
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Once I'm satisfied with everything in the
big drawing, | go over the lines with a
marker. The ink in the marker will show
through the freezer paper, but will not
penetrate the plastic coating on the
shiny side so you won't risk transferring
ink to your fabrics.
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Along the lines and at the intersections | also add
= heavy black registration marks that can be seen
| through fabric and paper on my light box.




You will be able

to see all of

the lines you

have drawn

with marker on ‘
both sides of

the freezer

paper.
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| hang it shiny side out
on my work wall ...
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and hand painted

fabrics with

gradations in them.
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| find a manageable section of
the pattern with a series of
shapes that will be made with
intersecting gradations.

| cut it out and put it on my work
table or ironing board.
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Each successive The first template is ironed, shiny
template will be side down, to the wrong side of

cut from a the first fabric in the gradation.
different color in

the gradation, and
the colors will be
used in order.
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The fabric is cut with a quarter
inch seam allowance on all
sides of the paper template.
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The next template is cut from the next fabric
in the gradation ...
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andsoon...
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until all templates in that group have
been cut out.
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Now I'm starting on the
templates that intersect our
first set of templates. I'm
cutting them from hand
painted fabric that has a
gradation in it.

"
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When | turn a section of the
fabric to greyscale, you can

clearly see that it graduates o ~uli”
from dark to light in a very .
short distance. e
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I will try to

- capture some of
- that gradation
within each of
my long curved
templates.
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Now | d6m going to
begin piecing my

painted templates to

my first gradation.




Here are the two
templates on the
paper side with
guarter inch seam
allowances on all
sides.



